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Genealogical Clues

• GRO England and Wales

– Date and Place of  Birth, Marriage and Death

– Date of Registration

– Name of Parents

– Occupations

– Witnesses and Informants

– Cause of Death

– Religion
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Births, Marriages & Deaths



BMD beyond GRO
what else?

• Date of birth or age

• Place of birth or 
christening

• Parents or paternity

• Marriage

• Death or Burial

• Relationships

• Occupations

• Residence

• 1939 Register

• Newspapers

• Census

• PRs

• Marriage Licences

• Probate

• Monumental Inscription

• Bastardy and Paternity in poor law 
etc.

• Census substitutes

• SoG Special Collections
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Lt Col (Hubert) Kendall (David) Percy[-]Smith FSG

• Obituary died 3 June 1975 in 78th year

• Death Indexes born “about 1898” 

• Shrewsbury School register b 1897

• Indian Army British Officers biog b 9/9/1897

• SoG Birth Brief born 9 Sept 1897 Tong, Salop

• Baptised 1 October 1897 Tong, Shropshire
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Try Local Registry Offices
some on line



Decennial Censuses 
England & Wales

1841-1911
Why use them?

• Snapshot of family on night taken

• Link to pre civil registration place of birth

• Returns available after 100 years

• All censuses now have images and indexes online



Censuses 1851-1911
• Full name

• Sex

• Relationship to head of household

• Exact age last birthday

• Parish & county of birth

• Occupation

– 1911 length of marriage

– Number children alive and dead

– Soldiers overseas



1841 Census 
6 June 1841

• Ages rounded down to nearest five years

• Born in county? Yes or No

• If no – Scotland (S), Ireland (I) or foreign parts 
(F)

• Relationships NOT recorded

• Sex

• Occupation



1911 latest available

More information on occupationMore information on marriage & children

personal medical information redacted
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John Beckham = Sarah….

b1846 

Bermondsay b1850

Scavenger

William Beckham     = 

b1870

Carman

Harriet…

b1873

m ca 1891

Artificial Florist

Martha   Mary    John    William   Edward   Bertha   James         

b1892   b1897  b1898    b1900      b1902      b1905   b 1906
Dressmaker

All born Walworth unless stated

David Beckham’s GtGtGt Grandfather

? I living 

2 dead



1911 William Churchill 
b BroadOak

• Here we see my grandfather Prothero 
Churchill aged 17 in 1911 living in Welsh the 
mining town of Tredegar with his parents William 
and Elizabeth Ann and  some siblings and a “ 
cousin” or rather someone described as niece of 
his father

• Note that William gives his place of birth a 
BroadOak but doesn’t say in which county 
although the census clerk has helpfully added 
“England” 

• Be careful about the ambiguity of 
relationships stated in the census. It took me 
quite  a bit of digging to establish exactly how 
Florrie is related to this family and it’s more 
complicated than “niece”. In fact it turns out she 
is that Elizabeth Ann (Green) Churchill is her 1st 
Cousin Once Removed and Elizabeth's son 
Prothero Churchill is Florence's 2d Cousin. 
Florence and Prothero are the Great 
grandchildren of James Green born around 1794  
of  Zeals Wiltshire and who married in  
Gillingham Dorset. 



• 1911 53 (Wm jr living in Tredegar) Broad Oak

• 1901 42 (Wm jr in Tredegar) Herefordshire

• 1891 36 Wm Jr in Tredegar Broad Oak

• 1891 65 (Wm Sr in Broad Oak, St Weonard) Herefordshire S

• 1881 22 (Wm  jr in Llanvihangel, Mon) Herefordshire Broad Oak

• 1871 (Wm sr 47 & jr 12 Living St Weonards) Herefordshire St Weonard

• 1861 (Wm sr 37  jr 2 Lving St Weonards Herefordhire St Weonards

• 1851 25 (Wm sr Living Llangatttock) Herefordshire St Weonard

• 1841 60 (James in St Weonard) in county

• 1841 15 William Church aged 15?  Is this William Sr son of James?

Resolve age discrepancies (nb ages rounded down in 1841)

William Churchill (1858-1946)  s/o William Churchill (1825-1905) s/o James (1775-1845) 





Fallen Women in 
Lime House 1871

The fallen women very often don’t 
know either the  names or ages of 
those men who sleep with them. 
Their ages therefore were only 
guessed at



Cluster or FAN technique

Family, Association, Neighbours

Family – marriage witnesses, bondsmen, 
siblings, Godparents etc

Association – co-workers, attend same church

Neighbours – whose living nearby
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Churchills and Greens 1901/1891
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1861 Census & Newspapers
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Report in Hereford Times 6 July 1861. Mary  wife of William Churchill of St Weonards gives evidence against neighbours 

James and Elizabeth Vaughan accused of aggravated assault on their 14 year old son Andrew Williams (Andrew 

describes Elizabeth as his mother) Mary witnesses seeing the bruises. Elizabeth is imprisoned

note William Churchill's sister Martha married James Vaughan’s brother Noah Vaughan so these two families were related 

and neighbours



Resolve Conflicts – Which William?
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Elizabeth Jane Churchill 

=1) Daniel Wright 1919 (d 1925)   Ida Wright b 1920

=2) William Arthur Pugh 1932



Resolve conflicts
Bertha Lewis nee Williams  born 1868/9 Cardiff
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Churchills in Tredegar 1895-1909



Records of the Established Church of England 
Parish Registers

• Baptisms

• Marriages

• Burials

From 1538 in England & Wales

Originals in local record offices

Copies  and transcripts at SoG or 
through a local LDS 
FamilySearch Centre

Many are indexed on line on 
various websites like 
Ancestry, FMP, Genealogist, 
My Heritage, Free Reg, 
Online Parish Clerks, Local 
FHS, Local ROs ….



Rose’s Act 
1812

for the better 
regulating  and 
preserving of 

parish and 
other registers 

….

• Separate christening and burial registers from Jan 1813

• Numbered entries

• Registers in common form 

• Usually printed forms

• Prescribed what should be recorded

• Registers continue beyond 1837



Standard printed 

registers instigated 

under Rose’s Parish 
register Act of 1812 

While the printed register 
required vicars to note the 
date of baptism, here 
Henry Glossop the Vicar of 
Isleworth has handily 
added the dates of birth. 
As you can see the 
christening usually (but 
not always) occurred a few 
weeks after the birth
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KILL OFF YOUR ANCESTORS

The National Burial Index and other 
local FHS work on  Findmypast Post 1812 burials record ages



Registers of course 
were not abandoned 
in 1837 and it is 
possible to continue 
to use them for 
genealogical research 
beyond this date. This 
is the burial register  
of Ulcombe in Kent for 
1875



Post 1837 marriages

Marriage registers after 1837 record fathers of bride & groom. Copies sent from 

parish to local registrar and onto Registrar Geneal



Varied information in early PRs
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Holy Cross  Canterbury in 1793 

Anne Susanna Maria daughter of John 
Alexander Ireland of Mrs Baker’s 
Company of Comedians and Mary His 
Wife privately baptised at her brother’s 
lodgings 3 Quarters after 11 in the 
forenoon Feb 22 1793 received into the 
congregation March 26 1793. 

The entry for Sarah Ann daughter of 
Richard Sutton and Sarah Ann his wife 
shows the father “under sentence of 
transportation in Rucks City Gaol”. She 
was baptized in this church May 9 1793 a 
pauper. 

The last entry shows Catherine Cartis 
privately baptized at her father’s house 
and received into the congregation a 
month later. 





Check the original





Hardwicke’s Marriage Act 
of 1753 for the better prevention  of 

irregular or clandestine marriages

• Licensed Anglican churches

• Separate though inconsistent marriage registers 
from 1754 (recording status, whether by banns 
or licence  and signatures or marks of at least 
two witnesses)

• Separate banns books 

• Only Jews and Quakers exempt
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Adult Baptisms

Smarden in Kent BTs  for the year 1714 These 
official copies of the registers were compiled 
each year and sent to the diocesan registry. 
The copy shows the entries for the year 
starting at Lady-day (25th March). Here we 
can see some adult baptisms where the age is 
given and the children of Robert and 
Elizabeth Isteed all baptised on the same day 
yet aged between 18 and 7. Possibly the 
family had hitherto been nonconformist but 
when the eldest daughter Elizabeth came to 
marry the vicar insisted she be christened in 
the Church of England.

3
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Dade Style 
Registers

• The parish registers of Selby 
in Yorkshire are Dade style 
registers found in Yorkshire 1777-
1812. This register shows three 
generations (if not four 
generations) of a family with Mary 
Pannel the first daughter of 
Nathanael Pannel of Selby, Tailer, 
son of Michael Pannel of the City of 
York labourer by Mary his wife. 
Mary’s mother is Elizabeth daughter 
of John Norham of Selby, 
Schoolmaster by Mary his wife 
daughter of Thomas Webster of 
Selby, afores[ai]d , Woolcomber. 



Family Reconstruction

• Search for all entries of the name in the parish

• Put into family groups to identify

– siblings, cousins, other relatives 
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Rather than look just for an individual it’s good practice to extract all entries for a 
surname and  make a family reconstruction

Make sense of these entries
• Dec 5th 1723 Edward Patrick buried

• Jan 12 1723 Richard s/o Richard & Ann Patrick bap

• Feb 4th 1727 Elizabeth d/o Richard & Ann Patrick bur

• Oct 9th 1735 Richard Patrick & Elizabeth Wise mar

• April 21st 1742 Richard Patrick buried

• Aug 8th … Widow of Richard Patrick buried
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Edward PATRICK ?

bur  Dec 1723?

Richard Patrick = (1) Ann?  (2) Elizabeth WiseEdward Patrick?

Edward Patrick?   Richard Patrick  Elizabeth Patrick

mar Oct 1735

bur  Aug 8 ?

bur 21 Apr 1742

???

chr Jan 1723/4     bur Feb 1726/7        



Supplement the Parish Registers
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Look for name rich supplementary 
information to add or provide an alternative 

to  information in parish registers

• Monumental Inscriptions

• Married by licence or banns?

• Local tax and rate records

• Local directories

• Occupations and apprentice records

• Poor law records

• Church court wills and causes

• Land and property records

• Census substitutes

4
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Supplementary evidence?
• Llandinabo MIs (SoG 

HE/M14) transcribed 
by Herefordshire FHS

Decorated headstone with inscription 
enclosed in oval panel

“In memory of Ann 
Churchet who was buried 
July 7 1716 aged 41”
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? Ann d/o James Churchet c 24 April 1677 d/James & Ann Llandinabo



Multi 
Generation Mis 



How did your ancestors marry? 

• By banns?

• Separate banns books from 
1754

• Banns called in both 
parishes

• Tells you where the other 
party lived

• By licence?
– 3 Documents issued

• Bond 

• Allegation

• Licence 

The issuing of a licence does 
not prove that a marriage took 
place



Allegation 



Marriage Settlement of 
Mr Batson with Miss Smart 
August 1781

• There is no place where marriage 
settlements or other such original and personal 
family documents might be deposited. This 
settlement found in family papers a SoG outlines 
a form of pre nuptial agreement between the 
families. Occasionally they may be lodged in the 
registries of Deeds

• FamilySearch and Ancestry show the 
marriage by licence of Robert Batson (widower 
of “St Annes Middlesex”) and Mary Smart at St 
Dunstans and All Saints, Stepney on 16 August 
1781. There is a Faculty Office Marriage Licence
for this marriage issued by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury on 14th August and indexed by the 
Society on SoG Data Online & the Findmypast
website. 

• Altogether these documents shed light 
on the practice of marriage in the 18th century. 



Nonconformity?

• No baptisms in parish where parents married?

• Nonconformists could only marry in Anglican church 
1754-1837 (Jews & Quakers exempt)

• Biblical names

• Many records on FamilySearch, Ancestry, Findmypast & 
BMD Registers.co.uk. Originals at TNA  in RG4 - RG8
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Wills

• Name: address: occupation of testator

• Date will made – obviously testator alive

• Indication health of testator when will made

• Details of family – eg married daughters, sons’ 
wives. Elder children may be already provided for 
hence not named

• Details of property leased or owned

• Date will proved. Obviously Testator has died –
may be proved some years after death



Wills



Will abstract  
THOMAS ARROWSMITH the elder of Beeston, 
yeoman

• unto my son THOMAS ARROWSMITH … my 
messuages [dwelling house, & outbuildings etc] 
… situate in Tattenhall Cheshire [and] in Beeston  
… subject to the payment of the clear yearly 
sum of  £12 … unto my loving wife Elizabeth 
(executrix)

• Son JOSEPH ARROWSMITH £400 (from brother)

• Daughter RACHEL ARROWSMITH £150

• Grandson THOMAS DOD £10

• Daughter ALICE wife of THOMAS CHALLINER 
20sh

• Daughter ELIZABETH wife of JOHN FENNA 20sh

• Daughter SARAH wife of ROBERT HINTON

• Daughter MARY wife of Thomas FAULKNER 20sh

• Daughter MARTHA wife of JOHN BAILY

• Will dated 24 November 1727

• Probate 7 December 1730 @ Consistory of 
Chester

• Testator died 11 November 1730

5
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Apprenticeship Records

• Apprentices of Great Britain 1710-1810  (TNA IR/1 
Apprentice Tax) (SoG, Ancestry, FMP)

• City of London Apprenticeships 

• Local borough Freemen & Apprentices in local ROs 

• Local parish/poor law apprenticeships in parish 
chest records

• Crisp & Clench Collection (original indentures at 
SoG)
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Parish Apprenticeships
Mary Harfoot aged 8

“housewifery” in 1775



Borough Freemen

• Apprenticeship

• Matrimony

• Patrimony

• Redemption

• Bristol, Canterbury, 
Coventry, York etc

Canterbury Freemen



Bristol Freemen



Bristol Apprentices





Inhabitants of Ardleigh , Essex …1796

“In consequence of the avowed intention of the French to make descent upon this coast … I have thought it my duty to number 

my  parishioners; which I have done by domiciliary visitation…” see Ardleigh in 1796 its farms, families and local government” by 

F H Erith , ES/L 71.

See Ardleigh One Place Study and cf 1811 & 1821 censuses, directories etc. 



Returns of Papists 1767 (Durham)
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The 1767 returns have also been transcribed and published as follows.

'Returns of Papists, 1767: dioceses of England and Wales except Chester' and

'Returns of Papists, 1767: Diocese of Chester', by E. S. Worrall (Catholic Record 

Society, Occasional Publications nos 1-2, 1980-1989).

Roman Catholic Returns 

1680, 1706, 1767, 1781

(HL/PO/JO/10) – The names of known or reputed Roman Catholics are listed for 

1680 and 1706, but some may be  suppressed for 1767 or not collected for 1781. 

For details see the National Index of Parish Registers, vol. 3 (1974),



Genealogy of the Submerged
Records of the Old and New

Poor Laws

• Settlement Examinations
• Settlement Certificates
• Removal Orders
• Bastardy Bonds
• Post 1834 Workhouse admissions and punishment 

registers
• Workhouse birth/baptism and burial records

Found in local county record offices
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Bastardy order 
against Elizabeth Cock & Horrace Neil 1819

Horrace Neil did begat the 

bastard child and is ordered 

by the Justices to pay for its 

upkeep and the lying in of 

Elizabeth. She is chargeable 

to the parish in case she shall 

not nurse and take care of the 

child herself



Bastardy Order - against William Bridges 
father of Mary Morris’s child 1779

Mary Morris single woman of Staplehurst

on her examination … declared that the 

male bastard child William was delivered 

19 April [1779]  and charged William 

Bridges late of the parish of Frittenden, 

husbandman, with having begotten the 

said child on her body… 

Overseers of the Poor of the Parish have 

made application … for the immediate 

apprehending of the Said William 

Bridges
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The  Settlement examination of William Bridge, 
a militia man in the Sussex Regiment of Militia 

taken upon oath the 4th February 1779.

“This examination saith that he was born in the parish of

Childeridge in the County of Essex.That upon new michelmas

day in the year 1776 he bargained with Mrs. Beard of

Frittenden in the County of Kent for a year from the Old

Michaelmas day following being allowed one day for holiday for

eight guineas wages. That he accordingly served him a full year

in Frittenden & rec’d his wages agreed for and then bargained

again with his said Master for another year but served only eight

days since which he hath not done any act to gain a legal

settlement else where.”



Settlement Certificate of Daniel Martin 1752

Daniel Martin, 

His wife Winifred, 

Children William & Daniel

Issued by Fordingbridge
(Hants) 

Sent to Mereworth (Kent)

Overseers acknowledge he is 
settled in Fordingbridge

Certificates in both Winchester 
& Maidstone ROs



• Thomas Churchyard/Churchill 

– b c 1670-80 of Llanwarne

• James Churchet

– b c 1706 Llanwarne

• Thomas Churchet* 

– b c 1747 Llanwarne

• James Churchill c 1777 Llanwarne

– bur 1845 St Weonards
*Something bad happening  as Thomas takes out the mortgage in May 1790 

and his wife Elizabeth is buried as a pauper June 1790
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Mortgages referencing three lives lease
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Soldiers Attestation & Discharge Papers 
“Chelsea Pensioners”

WO 97 1760-1914
and on FMP 

Gunner Thomas Swinfield, Royal Artillery

aged 21 in 1841 

born Markfield, Leicestershire

conduct “indifferent”

discharged  unfit – scrofula

served in Nova Scotia and Dublin

convicted by Courts Martial

1. absent without leave 

2. gross neglect allowing a prisoner in 

his charge under sentence of 

transportation to escape

(15 days and 60 days)

5ft 9in, dark brown hair, grey eyes, 

labourer by trade
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Trinity House Petitions at SoG
Index on SoG Data Online & findmypast



Civil Service Evidences of Age 
Patrick Malony b 5 Jan 1857

• Certified declaration by Mother Joahnna Malony that son Patrick 
was born 5 Jan 1857

• “Certified” extract of Baptism PM s/o Patrick Malony & (Mary) 
Johanna Murphey b 5 Jan 1857

• Report from postmaster  … PM is illegitimate son of Mary Murphey, 
baptised Patrick Murphey. Candidate is unaware of his real name 
having been misled by his mother on circumstances of his birth

• Certified extract from Workhouse Catholic Chapel Patrick 
illegitimate - parents Patrick Tully and Mary Murphey baptised 5 
Jan 1857

• Certified copy of Official Workhouse Register Patrick Murphey born 
5 Jan 1857  baptised 6 Jan 1857 parents Mary Murphey and 
reputed father Patrick Tulley

• Letter reporting that the priest having been confronted said the 
mother had appealed to him and gave an account of the 
circumstances and that the name Mary she had given at the time 
was untrue and her real name was Johanna and that the name 
Malony by which PM is known is her mother’s which she called 
him after leaving the workhouse … to prevent an exposure she 
begged the clergyman to insert the names of the parents as 
Patrick Maloney and Johanna Murphey … not imagining it made 
any difficulties as long as the dates were correct.



Civil Service Evidence of Age

Sripad Babaji Thakur

Certified translation of 

Sanskrit Horoscope 

presented as evidence of 

birth 25 Feb 1849 Bombay
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