
Free UK Genealogy works with volunteers to make transcriptions of 
family history records. We are currently working to transcribe the 
England and Wales index of Births Marriages and Deaths, historic 
Parish Registers and 19th Century Censuses. We make the 
databases we create freely available for people to search in order to 
support their family history research.
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Free Internet searching of parish 
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burials – England, Wales, and 
Scotland     c.1538 ->
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Parish registers prior to 1837, when legal government registration started, are the only 
source of genealogy.  Before then it was the Church who recorded Baptisms, Marriages 
and Burials.  

Searching the parish registers is real detective work.  Much more interesting than the 
GRO (General Records Office) indexes or the Census.

There were people who were not baptised, and those who could not afford to get 
married, so just told everyone that they were married – and that was it. So no records 
exist.

You have the right to go to any Church and ask to see the registers, for free.  The 
Registers are in the public domain.  But many are very fragile (and many have been lost 
or borrowed and not returned) and have been given to the County Records Offices for 
safe keeping.  They have been microfilmed to avoid them having to be handled.  These 
microfilms are the property of whoever created them and they can restrict their use.  
There are now digital photographs being made by LDS (Church of Latter Day Saints) 
who make it even more difficult for us to gain access to transcribe them.

Many of those who research FreeREG live overseas.  It is just not practical to visit every 
Records Office or Church to look up the entries.  So our database is their best source.

Since the original registers are in the public domain, we intend FreeREG to be the same.





freereg.org.uk
• FreeREG database began about 20 years ago, 

contains  46 million entries, thousands of new 
records are added daily

• new version FreeREG , clean and clear presentation

• additional search possibilities: include nearby parishes

• online access to pre-1837 parish records

• accurate – extensive training and mentoring of new 
transcribers

• Some records have added notes on occupation, abode, 
age, vicar’s comments



Some counties have better covered than others - depends on 
volunteers, some county Archives have handed records to 
major players, so harder for FreeREG to access these sources
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